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founded: year   city      country

European universities 
of the Middle Ages 



• Bologna process
The Bologna conference in 1999 initiated far-
reaching changes of the complete system of 
higher education in Europe and started a 
process of a dimension not known hitherto.

• “Ministers take into due consideration the conclusions of 
the European Councils in Lisbon (2000) and Barcelona 
(2002) aimed at making Europe ‘the most competitive and 
dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world, capable 
of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs 
and greater social cohesion’ and calling for further action 
and closer co-operation in the context of the Bologna 
Process.”
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Bologna conferences

1997   Paris, Sorbonne

1999   Bologna

2003   Berlin

2001   Prague

2005   Bergen

2007   London

2009   Benelux













•Objectives and reality
•A main objective of the Bologna process is 
shortening the study time for the majority of 
students, who would be ready for the labour market 
with a BSc, whereas the others would go on with a 
master’s programme or come back for a master’s 
programme after some years of occupational 
experience. 
In reality it seems that the labour markets are not 
well prepared for BSc graduates in many European 
countries. 



The example of the forestry & related curricula

at the University of Freiburg

University from 1457
Faculty of Forest Sciences 1921
Faculty of Forest and Environmental
Sciences 2002
by merging with Geo Sciences Faculty





Master
4 semesters
(start in 2005)
120 ETCS credits

Bachelor

6 semesters

(start in 2005)

120 ETCS credits

Geography
of Global
Change

Hydrology
Forest

Sciences

Environ-
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Governance
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Environment
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Minor fields of study (within faculty 
of forestry and environmental 
sciences) (40 ETCS credits):

e.g.
- Nature protection and 
landscape management

- Wood and bioenergy
- International forestry
- Meteorology and climatology
- or minor fields outside faculty)
plus transferable skills courses (20 
ETCS credits)

European
Master of
Forestry

Master
4 semesters
(new in 2008)
120 ETCS credits

Renewable
Energy

Management
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diversification

reform of reform: 4 years BSc?

third cycle: PhD

The Bologna process 

- some trends in forestry curricula  

internationalisation

centralized functions 

Alumni taken in view



shape the process!

see the graduates outside of forestry

learner in the center

some conclusions … 

we are stronger together
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